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Professors at Shelby JCTC track
- down old Shelby College telescope

A piece of Shelbyville
history came to light
though a routine E-mail
to an astronomy profes-
sor at the Shelby County
Campus of Jefferson
Community & Technical
College.

Jim Cleveland of
Shelbyville had E-mailed
professor Chris Graney
about an astronomy class
there, and inquiring about
photography with a little
history

“He wanted to know
if the class covered
much photography,” said
Graney, who is teaching
at the campus this fall.
Cleveland was interested
in photography because
of the eclipse of the sun
that will be visible from
Kentucky next August.
And Cleveland, who is also
a member of the Shelby
County Historical Society,
had photos of a previous
eclipse — one in 1869 that
darkened Shelbyville —
that was studied from the
astronomical observatory
of Shelby College.

Graney, who lives in
Louisville, was unaware of
the former Shelby College,
and looked to fellow JCTC
professor Autumn Betts,
who lives in Shelbyville,
for more information.
Betts had learned about
the old college through
the Leadership Shelby
program.

“The New History of

Shelby County says this
telescope was the ‘piece
de resistance’ of Shelby
College, and one of the
best telescopes in the
country at the time,” she
said. “Graney’s area of
research is the history of
astronomy,” she said, “

he wanted to know the
story behind the telescope.”

Betts quickly brought
Graney up to speed about
the old college, which sent
him on a search through
nineteenth-century pub-
lications to learn details
about the telescope.

Finding out that the
telescope was installed in
the college around 1850,
Graney contacted an
on-line network of schol-
ars to see if any had heard
of the telescope. Through
that network he learned
that the telescope had
been sold to the University
of Missouri when Shelby
College closed in the 1870’s
and had been in storage
since the 1960’s.

But it was rescued
and restored in 2010 by
Mr. Michael Boessen of
Columbia, Mo.

After contacting
Boessen, Graney received
some pictures of the tele-
scope, and the two plan to
do more research on this
piece of Shelbyville history
in the future.
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The restored Shelby College telescope (above), in Missouri. Many of the original wooden pieces of the
telescope have over time been replaced with steel, but the brasswork is original.

A 19th-century
illustration of
Shelby College
(left), which was
located at the
corner of 8th and
College streets
in Shelbyville,
the current site
of Northside
Early Childhood
Education Center.




